CASE STUDY

FANTERO
Bigstock is fast, easy - to - use marketplace for
quality stock images. It offers over 37
million royalty - free photographs and
illustrations from talented photographers
and artists around the globe, available for
almost any purpose.

The SoftBistro team was
instrumental in the success of
Freelancer.com. Very active
involvement from day one and
always stepping up when we need
them – I highly endorse them for any
cooperation! When they developed
a unique e-commerce system
Fantero, we knew without a doubt it
would quickly become a highly
successful project.”
Matt Barry,
Founder/CEO,
Freelancer.com
“
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Goal
In 2007 SoftBistro decided to create an e-commerce system combining the best features of the most
successful e-commerce projects on the market. After a careful market analysis, we identified the
following three differentiators to be implemented in our system:
It had to combine a number of platforms with a different type of content: music, software, scripts,
images, sounds, etc.
The content database had to be large and diversified.
The system had to be easy to use and easy to search.
The resulting virtual content marketplace was to serve the design and freelance communities
offering the diverse range of unique digital content.
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Challenge
To achieve our goal, we had to solve the following key challenges:
Ensuring good usability and user experience
To make this project successful, we had to provide our visitors with quick and easy access to
files and facilitate the upload process.
Converging separate databases and engines
At the beginning of the project, 7 different websites with different types of content, databases
and engines were created. We had to combine them all into a single system.
Quick and effective searching
Due to a large number of files, MySQL couldn't properly deal with the search on the website.
We had to make sure that the search is not only possible but that it is quick and easy, too.
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Solution
To facilitate the access to files for both users and moderators, we used HTML5, which was the best
and the newest core technology markup language at that time.
For combining the seven websites into a single system, we re-programed them, making their code
similar. It facilitated the process of converging the sites.
The website search issue was solved using the software product called Sphinx, and Web 2.0 helped
us improve our website`s usability.
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Result
As a result, we created a leading virtual content marketplace called Fantero, specializing in stock
photos, web templates, audio, music, flash and video files as well as 3D models, plugins, and scripts.
With a database of almost a million unique items of digital content from over 100,000 users, in 2014,
Fantero was acquired by Freelancer.com.
Fantero is an excellent fit with our Freelancer community. Freelancers are constantly producing all
sorts of digital content, and this is an excellent way to monetize these assets - in addition, the
resource will help increase productivity and provide immediate value for those working on
thousands of projects posted on Freelancer every day." - Matt Barry, Founder, and CEO,
Freelancer.com
"

Technology
PHP5
MySQL

CSS3
Sphinx

JavaScript
HTML2.0

ABOUT SOFTBISTRO
SoftBistro is a boutique software development studio of 100+ software engineers specializing in Java,
RoR, PHP, iOS, Android, DevOps, BI/DE, and IT services.
Our goal is to help companies disrupt markets and revolutionize industries by serving innovators of
different sizes: from start-ups in Silicon Valley to publicly traded Shutterstock, Chegg and Freelancer;
from large educational institutions like California State University to governmental and nonprofit
organizations.
We're based in Silicon Valley, NYC, and Seattle with two development centers in Lviv and
Khmelnytskyi "K-city" Ukraine
SoftBistro Inc. 535 Mission St, 14th floor, San Francisco, CA 94105
US tel: 415.577.2583 CA, US tel: 917.268.1307 NY, EU tel: 380.96.153.5836
Email: contact@softbistro.com
softbistro.com

